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Kauwanu (Uncle)Tamaru
Kaurna Elder

and

Paula Pittam
Director 
Family Day Care Programs, Preschools and Early Childhood Services 
Schools & Preschools Division - Department for Education - South Australia 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 2: 2 mins  
Paula & Kauwanu (Uncle)Tamaru Kaurna Elder

Acknowledge the traditional Owners are the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung and Bunurong / Boon Wurrung peoples of the Kulin Nation of Narm (Melbourne).

Ngai Nari Paula Kartanya Pittam (first born daughter) I  live and work on  Kaurna country and work on Kaurna yarta close to tardanyga in the centre of the city
I acknowledge that we are meeting on the shared lands of the people of the Kulin nation and recognise their connection to country. I pay my respects to elders past and present and extend that acknowledgment to any Aboriginal or Torres strait islander people here today in Narn (Melbourne) 
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Department for Education (SA)
Childcare Services division: 

• Family Day Care (FDC)

• Guardianship Family Day Care (GFDC) 

• Respite Care Programs (RCP)
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 3: 5mins - Paula

The Department for Education Family Day Care Programs Directorate provides three programs that support children and their families – these are Family Day Care (FDC), Guardianship Family Day Care (GFDC) and Respite Care Programs(RCP). 

In 2025 our program celebrates 50 years in South Australia and has been an integral service in supporting families and children in both metropo and regional and remote areas, our program is made up of a wide range of cultures including those that are new to Australia and are also learning English language.

Having a family day care program within the education department is quite unique and offers educators the opportunities to access information and trainings directly from the department which provides educators with the opportunity to broaden their skills and understanding.
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Our Journey Begins…..
…..through one person's critical reflection and desire to learn 

meaningful ways to embed Kaurna language and culture into 

our daily practices. 

  ‘Tammara’s journey’
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SLIDE 4: 2 mins – Paula 

Our journey began with Tamara being curious about meaningful ways to embed Karuna language and culture into our daily practice. What started with one persons enquiry has led to a program wide opportunity.

"Critical reflection is framed as part of lifelong professional learning for continuous quality improvement aligned with cultural competence and equity.  
Through a desire to embed Aboriginal perspectives and culture within our services and not wanting to “get it wrong”, the team  reflected that we knew little about where to start and actively sought opportunities to develop her capabilities 
This stated with reaching out to Gowrie SA
Reflecting that we wanted to learn but didn’t want to get it wrong.”
Working through barriers like lack of confidence, fear of misrepresentation
a decision was made to learn directly from Kaurna Elders
and we needed a commitment from educators 
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Working with FDC services

Jemma Warooyoo Henley
Gowrie SA
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Gowrie SA's  Jemma Henly to talk about working with FDC services
Innovative solutions
Adapting models for FDC






Walking alongside

Why This Work Matters….
• Knowing – Understanding Aboriginal histories, cultures, and 

contexts

• Doing – Applying cultural understanding in practice and 
creating culturally safe environments

• Being – Personal reflection, behaviour change, and relationship 
building
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The departments Culturally Responsive Framework reminds us to support the wellbeing of Aboriginal people in our workplaces, 

Through Tammara’s critical reflection and action, she has stepped out of her comfort zone to make a difference not only for her own understanding and knowledge but to our FDC educators. 

Within the Culturally Responsive Framework is a learning journey that builds cultural responsiveness of knowing, doing and being. 

Looking at this we can see the action of Tammara’s journey

Knowing – Understanding Aboriginal histories, cultures, and contexts.
Doing – Applying cultural understanding in practice and creating culturally safe environments.
Being – Personal reflection, behaviour change, and relationship building.
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Why This Work Matters….
The Early Years Learning Framework

Principle Aboriginal and Zenadth Kes (formerly Torres Strait Islander) perspectives

• Highlights the responsibility we have in creating culturally safe places, working in 
intercultural ways through slow pedagogy and practice. 

• An intercultural space is created when educators seek out ways in which Western 
and Aboriginal and Zenadth Kes knowledge systems work side by side. 
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The Early Years Learning Framework reminds us that "Embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives in all educators" philosophy and practice, is a key tool to advance Reconciliation. 
I will now refer to Torres Strait people as Zenadth Kes this is their self determined title
This work matters as it also contributes to Closing the Gap commitments and fulfilling every Australian child’s right to know about Australia’s First Nations’ histories, knowledge systems, cultures and languages. 
Embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives is a shared responsibility of approved providers, educators, and other professionals working in early childhood educational settings, regardless of whether Aboriginal and Zenadth Kes children and families are enrolled in that setting. 

Through this journey we truly feel FDC staff and educators have shown a commitment to learning about what has come before and working together for what is to come. (EYLF pg.17) 

We hope through this work that we attract more Aboriginal and Zenadath Kes peoples to become educators in our program as well as being a safe place for children and families.
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Kaurna Elder Kauwanu (Uncle)Tamaru

head  shoulders   knees  toes

Mukarta      Kartaka            Mampa     Tidna
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Ice breaker from Kauwanu Tamaru - Heads, shoulders knees & toes

Kauwanu Tamaru talks about cultural continuity and children’s role in it




https://schoolssaedu.sharepoint.com/sites/FDCServiceTeam390-FDCAabstractplanning/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FFDCServiceTeam390%2DFDCAabstractplanning%2FShared%20Documents%2FA%20FDCA%20abstract%20planning%2FVideo%201%20heads%20and%20shoulders%2Emp4&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E4529d751%2D60e8%2D4659%2Da7f7%2D9f12ddf14af1
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Family Day Care playgroup at 
Scott’s Creek, South Australia
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Scott's Creek 
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Using Ochre for art, trading and ceremonies and the diverse colours used – white, red, and purple
Tree hugging to measure the age of the trees
Trees used for bush tucker and medicine
Knobby Club Grass used for weaving
Scar tree used for shelter, shields, and artefacts
Building wodli
Connection to nature 
Listening to the sounds of the kookaburra’s 
Using a stick to mark travel
Use of lemon Myrtle
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Family Day Care playgroup at 
Cobbler Creek, South Australia
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Cobbler's Creek 
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Using Ochre for art, trading and ceremonies and the diverse colours used – white, red, and purple
Tree hugging to measure the age of the trees
Trees used for bush tucker and medicine
Knobby Club Grass used for weaving
Scar tree used for shelter, shields, and artefacts
Building wodli
Connection to nature 
Listening to the sounds of the kookaburra’s 
Using a stick to mark travel
Use of lemon Myrtle
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Family Day Care Kaurna language 
and cultural art experience 
presented by Kauwanu (Uncle) 
Tamaru
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Educator workshops
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Learning 

Through the 

Deadly Mob 

Program

Hannah Griffiths
Coordinator, Family Day Care SA

www.firstlanguages.org.au/50words 
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.firstlanguages.org.au%2F50words&data=05%7C02%7CMelissa.Royle3%40sa.gov.au%7C1b1667cf555f4bdd460908ddf0d5ad6e%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C0%7C0%7C638931522777795031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dlolWlKsprSpkfQuu4q71pgC3j78kh0QMUnaUun5d4k%3D&reserved=0


Walking alongside

Embedding Kaurna 
language and culture 
in FDC service  
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SLIDE 13: 2 mins – Paula
  
Kiran Bath is a FDC Educator on Kaurna country  in the North East of Adelaide.  Kiran was really interested in learning more about Aboriginal culture and was privileged to have Uncle Tamaru visit her service.  Kiran has built her knowledge through her learning with Uncle Tamaru and has incorporated her learning such as Aboriginal symbols through story stones and matching games, as well as curated a diverse collection of stories promoting Aboriginal culture, such as Somebody’s Land, Welcome to Country, and Finding Our Heart, which are available to children daily. 

Cooking experiences that occur at Kiran’s service, have included Kaurna and Australian native bush tucker, providing opportunities for children to learn how our native flora is used by Aboriginal people. Kiran has recently purchased resources from Ochre Dawn, which sources and inspires use of Australian native materials.  
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Our learnings

• not to be paralysed by fear 

• its ok to ask questions and make mistakes if you’re willing and 
open to learn from them
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We have had so many learnings from participating in this program 

Some provocations to leave you with:
How does your service philosophy guide your approach to critical reflection and ongoing professional development?
How can you seek assistance through engaging with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people on how to embed their perspectives in the service’s philosophy and curriculum planning and implementation?
How can you actively research about the wider Australian reconciliation and what is occurring in society and the community – and even better how can you do this research with the children in your service?
What is your commitment to your service’s reconciliation journey?

Ill leave you with this amazing performance by Spinifex Gum a group



Thank you
You are enjoying 

‘Yulara’ 

by Spinifex Gum
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